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Post – KO11 Features of Tragedy 

1. Quick Knowledge Check — 3 minutes 

Fill in the missing words using the word bank to help you. 

1. Fate means something is u__________ and it is pre__________. 
2. Tragedy typically ends in __________.  
3. Hamartia means ______    _______.  
4. Dramatic irony is when ____   _________ knows something the ______ doesn’t. 
5. A reversal of fortune or turning point in which the character’s fate changes is 

called __________ 
6. Anagnorisis is when the character makes a _________ or realises a _____. 
7. Tragedy typically centres on the ________ ______ who starts as an honourable 

nobleman but has a downfall. 
 

Word Bank: 

Death / truth / tragic hero / unavoidable / peripeteia / discovery / fatal flaw / the 
audience / predestined / character  

 

 

2. Match the trop to the example — 3 minutes 

Draw a line to match each tragic trope to its example from Romeo and Juliet. Start with 
those you find easier. 

Trope Example 

Fate Romeo: Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight! / 

For I ne'er saw true beauty till this night." 

Tragic Ending After killing Tybalt, Romeo recognizes that his fortune 

has changed and he cries out, "O, I am fortune's fool!" 

Hamartia - Fatal Flaw Prologue: ‘Star-Crossed Lovers’ 

Dramatic Irony Prince Escalus to the families in Act 5: "See what a 

scourge is laid upon your hate…. All are punished." 

Peripeteia  When they first meet at the Capulet ball, Rome and 

Juliet are deeply infatuated, but the audience is fully 

aware their families are enemies. 

Anagnorisis Romeo’s declaration: "Thus with a kiss I die" 

3. Choose one example from the match up and explain how you knew which trope 
it was. 
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4. Transfer your knowledge: Read this short summary of Hamlet and highlight 2 
pieces of evidence of tragic tropes. For example, the mention of ‘Prince’ relates to 
‘Tragic Hero’— 3 minutes 

 

Prince Hamlet of Denmark learns his uncle Claudius murdered his father to seize the 
throne and marry his mother. Feigning madness to plan his revenge, Hamlet 
accidentally kills an advisor, pushing his former love Ophelia to madness. The play ends 
with a tragic duel in which almost the entire royal court is wiped out.  

 

5. Why is this extract from Romeo and Juliet important to tragedy? 

A. Which tragic trope is being exposed here? Tick the answer.  

• Fate and destiny 
• Hamartia - Fatal Flaw 
• Peripeteia (a reversal of fortune or turning point in which the character’s 

fate changes)  
• Tragic Ending 
• Anagnorisis (The character makes a discover/realises a truth) 

B. Highlight 3-5 pieces of evidence that expose this trope. 

C. Annotate the evidence with inference: What does it suggest about the character? 
The moment? Tragedy? 

Romeo: 

O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright! 
It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night 
Like a rich jewel in an Ethiop’s ear— 
Beauty too rich for use, for earth too dear! 
So shows a snowy dove trooping with crows 
As yonder lady o’er her fellows shows. 
The measure done, I’ll watch her place of stand, 
And, touching hers, make blessed my rude hand. 
Did my heart love till now? Forswear it, sight! 
For I ne’er saw true beauty till this night. 
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Stretch & Challenge: Answer the big question: How is this moment (task 
5) from Act 1 Scene 5 pivotal (highly important) to tragedy?  

Supporting questions: 

• What tragic trope does it expose? (KO11) 
• What evidence highlights this? 
• What would this evidence typically suggest? But how is it subverted here? (goes 

against expectations) i.e. dove typically connotes peace, but it is ironic as the 
meeting of these characters will lead to violence and chaos.  

• How does the evidence expose this trope (analyse KO2 / KO3)? 
• How effective is this evidence in exposing the trope? 
• What is Shakespeare’s message? Link to Context 
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Prep KO2 Use of personification in Romeo and Juliet. How is imagery effective in 
conveying strong emotions? 

 

1. Quick Recall — 1 minute 
Answer these quickly. 

• KO2 means __________________________________________.  
• Personification is when ________________________________________________ 

____________________. 
 

2. Creating personification: Complete each sentence with a human attribute: 
 

a. Beneath the darkened soil, the tree’s roots began to ____________for water. 
b. The weather changed suddenly: heard of clouds gathered and began to 

__________________ while lightening ________________ across the sky.  
c. The wind ___________ its grief through the cracked windowpane. 
d. Slowly, I started up the car and the engine ___________. 
e. Swaying in the gentle breeze, the flowers seemed to ___________ as if with joy. 

 

3. Next to each sentence TICK  for a correct example of personification and CROSS 
X for incorrect. 
1. The enraged wind aggressively rattled the windowpanes throughout the dark, stormy 

night. 
2. A powerful storm surge damaged several coastal properties along the shoreline. 
3. Shadows danced playfully across the wall as the flickering candle began to melt. 
4. The heavy iron gate was locked tight, preventing anyone from entering the 

abandoned estate. 
5. The antique grandfather clock commanded the room, loudly reminding everyone of 

the passing seconds. 
 

4. Rewrite the incorrect examples to make them correct. 
Example one: 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________  

 

Example two: 
_________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________  
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5. Read the following passages from Romeo and Juliet and highlight examples of 
personification. 
 
A. Romeo: "Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon, 

Who is already sick and pale with grief, 
That thou, her maid, art far more fair than she." 
 

B. Friar Lawrence: "The gray-eyed morn smiles on the frowning night, 
Check'ring the eastern clouds with streaks of light..." 
 
 

C. Romeo: "Why, then, O brawling love! O loving hate! 
O anything, of nothing first create! 
O heavy lightness! serious vanity!" 

 

6. Personification helps convey powerful emotions. Copy TWO examples that you 
highlighted in task 5 and explain what emotion is created and how. 

 

Example 1 (quote): ____________________________________________________________  

 

Emotion: __________________ 

 

How: 

__________________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________  

 

Example 2 (quote): _________________________________________________________  

 

Emotion: _________________ 

 

How: 

__________________________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________________________  
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Stretch & Challenge: 

 Write one paragraph analysing the use of personification in Romeo and Juliet. 

• Identify the personification 
• Explain the powerful emotion created 
• Analyse how words help portray that emotion 
• Critically evaluate how effective the personification is 
• Link to Shakespeare’s purpose – Could this link to tragedy?  
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