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History

Why study History A Level?

Studying History A-Level provides a strong foundation for various career paths and enhances critical thinking, research, and communication skills. It allows for a deeper understanding of the past and its influence on the present, fostering empathy and cultural awareness. History A-Level hones essential skills such as critical analysis, research, and effective communication. Students learn to evaluate evidence, construct arguments, and present conclusions clearly and persuasively.

What will I study?
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What skills will the course require?

· Source and interpretation analysis
· Presenting and justifying conclusions
· Critical thinking and understanding how to set a criteria to create conclusions
· A confidence in oracy and verbal justification
· An interest in key topics studied
· Confidence, resilience and determination for reading and writing



How can I prepare?

Civil Rights in the USA

Podcasts:
1. BBC World Service – The Documentary: Civil Rights Movement
Covers key figures (MLK, Malcolm X, Rosa Parks) and major events
Strong narrative + primary voices
Great for: contextual understanding and exam essays

2. Revisionist History (Malcolm Gladwell) – selected episodes
Episodes like “Miss Buchanan’s Period of Adjustment” (Little Rock integration)
Explores hidden angles and interpretations
 Great for: evaluation/interpretation (AO3 skills)

3. BackStory – American Civil Rights episodes
Academic but accessible discussions by historians
 Covers Reconstruction → 1960s → legacy


Youtube Videos:
CrashCourse US History – Civil Rights Movement
Clear, engaging overview of key developments
Covers Brown v. Board, Civil Rights Act, Voting Rights Act
Great for: quick revision + securing core knowledge

2. Khan Academy – Civil Rights (AP/College level)
More analytical than most YouTube content
Explains legal cases and political developments clearly
Great for: linking legal change to social impact

3. National Archives – Civil Rights primary sources series
Focus on real documents (letters, court cases, speeches)
Supports source-based questions
Great for: AO2 source analysis preparation
Film and TV:
1. Selma (2014)
 Focus: Voting Rights campaign & March 1965
Directly relevant to OCR spec (Voting Rights Act)
Great for: understanding federal vs state tensions
2. Eyes on the Prize (PBS documentary series)
Gold-standard documentary on civil rights
Covers 1954–1985 with real footage and interviews
Great for: depth, case studies, and essay examples
3. Mississippi Burning (1988) (use critically)
 Focus: FBI investigation into civil rights murders
Not fully historically accurate

Answer the following questions:

1. What kinds of discrimination and challenges did African Americans face in the 1950s and 1960s?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
2. What role did non-violent protest play in the Civil Rights Movement?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
3. What was the significance of the Brown v. Board of Education ruling (1954)?
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


The American Revolution

YouTube videos
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OBhCErwpxH0 
History: The American Revolution: 1776 Documentary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0JLvRJzvOic 
The Revolutionary War: Animated Map
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRdmx_Y40yw 
How Revolutionary was the American Revolution?
Film and TV
John Adams (2008)
An American TV miniseries examining the life and career of John Adams. Broadcast in seven parts, it won 4 Golden Globe awards and 13 Emmy awards – more than any other miniseries in history.
Sons of Liberty (2015)
Another miniseries, produced for broadcast by The History Channel
The Patriot (2000)
Starring Mel Gibson, set during the American War of Independence
Novels
Jeff Shaara’s two novels, Rise to Rebellion (2009) and The Glorious Cause (2010), both published by Ballantine Books, are very good.
Kenneth Robert’s Oliver Wiswell (1999), published by Down East Books, examines the war from a Loyalist perspective.
Bernard Cornwell’s, The Fort (2010), published by HarperCollins, is an excellent read, recounting an actual event in the War of Independence.







Questions to answer:

Causes of the Revolution:
What were the main grievances of the colonists that led them to rebel against British rule?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


Key Figures:
Who were the prominent leaders on both the American and British sides?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


Major Battles and Events:
What were some of the most important battles and events of the war?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


Outcome of the War:
What was the result of the war, and what impact did it have on the colonies and the world?

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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